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When I came to my congre-
gation at Fedor In 1876, I began
to keep school in the church
building, for at that timethere
was no school ‘building’ there,
Rev. Proft. kept schodl also in
a building erected for his
church on San Antonio Prairie,
about two miles. west of Lin-
coln. He was soon followed by
the Rey. Jacob Kaspar, when

Proft had removed to Sherman|

Texas, At Serbln there werd
two Lutheran church-schools
belonging to two different con-
gregations: St. Paul's and St,
Peter's, At St. Paul's the tea-
cher was Prof. Gerhard Kilian,
at  St. Peter's Prof. Ernest
Leiibner. Both had had profes-
slonal fraining at a normal col-
lege at' Addison, near Chicago.
Then there was the school at
Warda, where Rey, Tim. Stiem-
ke was teaching from 1874 to
1879; this school, however, {8 in
Fayette County, and s men-
tioned here only because many
of the children attending were
living in Lee County,

So, until - fifty years ago,
there weré four parochial
church schools in Les County,
Fedor, Say Antonio Prairle and

Serbin. 1st fifty years ago,
however, /a church school was
opened in Glddings by Prof,
Henry Werner, who also had
been pr ed for his calling in

Addison.| At that time Rev.
Buchschacher of Warda preach-
ed to. Lytheran people in Gid-
dings—among them the old res-
“dent family Aug. Schubert, and
I'rof. Werner was ‘called to In-
struet their children. He taught
in Glddings until about 1886
when he accepted a call to Ser-|
bin. About 1880 the congrega-
ton In Glddings called Rev.

Krenke and later Rev, Kirschke |
and then Rev, E. F. Moerbe who |
taught school for his congrega-
tion about ten years. The
church now has two regular
teachers  who have chosen
teaching  as their iife calling
and who are both well known
in Glddings, Mr. Karl Dube and

Mr. Stroebel,
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The church-school in Lincoln
was started In 1886; the one in
Manheim in 1890, In the
school near Lincoln the -teach-
were first- a theological
~tudent named Choleher, now
4 well-known minister In Ne-,
traska, then Rev, Theo, Wolf-
ram, after him Rev, L. Ernst,
anid I the year of 1890 Prof.
Horm, Sehroeder was called and
ranght school there for over
rwenty years, when he accepted
4 call to Serbin, He served

ro for fifteen vears, rvsh:n-'

in 1926 (died Jan. 15, 1931,
clddings),

I'he school at Manhelm was

v served by Rev, Aug, Wen-
<ol fallowed by Rev, Gesterling;
Sien by Rev. €0 W, Rische sinee |
Cabeountdl 1906 when  Rische!
nt to the Rose HIN church

Harris County, and wns‘

covded in Manhelm by .Rev.!
ireckfuss, and then by Rev.!

Heinemeler.  Profe Twen-
el was called ‘to Manheim
alenit 1919 and is still teaching
tore, heing assisted by a lady
toacher,
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Moo Synod at Lexington had its
{--t resident minister in T894,
tew Paul Schroeder, He “also
taneht the school of his congre-
cunon, as did the eight or nine
carceeding ministers. The
«horeh at Lexington now has
a4 school bullding, and Rev,
lantz, the present minister at
" pexington, is giving a good deal
of attention to educating the
children of his flock.

The congregation at Locbau
called*Rev. G. P, A, Schaaf "~ In
1506 and he and his successors
taught the school. for years,

. hawever-at present the church
nas for its teachér Prof. Wend-
Jud, 3 J

I shall now come back to my|
swn chureh  at Fedor. The
congregation was organized in
1870 with about a dozen or s0

savernlan= L AmAre " o )\“(!‘L i
. . (R XV v“_ﬂtﬂl.‘ .
“fiomann, T Gottlieh . Schroeder .

“~and others, Tn 1871 they called ||
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| Rev. Proft who served them in
|church and school for nearly
five years, with much interrup-
tion on account of sickness of
Mr. Proft and his famiy. Proft
resigned In 1875 from the
church at Fedor and started
lunother congregation
ledge of San Antonlo Prairie, 2
miles west of Lincoln, as said
above,
at Fedor, and bestdes my- mini-
laterinl work I also kept school
{four days in the week. My chief
{aim was to teach religion by
ithe aid of Luther's Small Cate-
kchlsmuml by telling the chil-
‘drén stories” from the Bible,
ywhich they were asked to re-
‘peat and to read at home, We
had weekly two hours of cate-
chism and two of Biblical sto-
ries, We always went over
what we had learned, before
proceeding to the next lesson.

morning teaching the chliaren
to read German, my alm being
to have them practice much

reading both German and Eng-
lish. English was taught in the
afternoon., We also, as a mat-
ter of course, had arithmetic

fand—a - little-geography, - Wel

much - enjoyed singing our
hymns in school and German
folksongs. There _were ' only
very few English _speaking
Americans ~ living at Fedor,
among them the Riggs and
Wests and a few othors, After
some few years however; there
was not a single English speak-
ing family in our neighborhood. |
They had sold out and gone
¢lsewhere, German was the
only language we usually heard
and even those FS)eli:nlunsh \:s;o
could ' gpeak English  havdly
found oceasion {0 mkea_nu-ﬁd
their negguirement. -

There were new settlers in
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I beeame his successor|

Another hour was spent eachl!

in order to become fluent ing}
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{truths and in the storieg of the
Bikle, for God wants parents
teach their children His
word and His ways as they.are

our community year after year,it
some coming from - Serbin,!!
others from Germany direct. t
Conditicns  as liere describcdqu

existed over other sections 1
o 6 -"l“'-s tons of 1l uvoated to us in the Bible.
€0 ""'l“?l-l raets  of lamel:| \pd in cur schools the teacher
were settled by Germans  (or|,  is supposed not only to teach
Wends coming from Germany) ;! but also to help build up a'
they then built a churchhouse‘i( | Christian character in the chil-
which at first had to serve as; {dren, to tender to their souls
;{ schouol tlurlul_-_: lllchll:L‘kdﬂyS. i the necessary nourishment and
A pastor was-then called and he| o aiways direct them to their
Knew when accepting, that he!! | only. Savior, Jesus Christ, true
would have to aiso sefve as af God and man. All of this, of

- e - e

teacher of the fambs of his liulel'
flock. And that when the!’
church had sufficiently gnincd|
fn numbers, they then would|!
also appoint a rezular teacher. |
They did not rely on the public ™
schools, in the first place, be- !
ause there at that time were |
no public sehools in the new |
German colonies. T remember !
well there was not one public !

‘Fedor.” Later, perhaps twenty
years after the organization of

lschool four miles north of Fe-
dor (called  the Patschke |
school) and three miles east of
Fedor there was another (on
the road to Lincoln). Another
lon. the_road td Paige, also ac
bout three miles west of us.
But this was many years after
the founding of our church and
gschool.  Our peop had them-

{in the old country and when
dcoming to this land they want-
ed their children to have as
good an opportunity as pos-
sible to get an education,

The main reason, however,|:
sfor  beginning our church
'|schools was that we desired to
have our children well Informed
in th uths of holy writ unto

o1
nocessary for them' to receive
{daily instructions. = in these

gchool in the neighborhood of}.
Thuilding was erected,
11911 a new and larger building
my church, there was a public|
.years this was enlarged,

lare theve giving their best, time
.|and talent and energy, to their
.| caling. .

Since I first came 10 Texas;

.oy

Iselves been pretty well schooled | |
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| course, cannot be done in publie
l sehoots,

i After some years of my own
il»m-hing in Fedor, the caongre-
gation called Mpr. Henry Nehr-
fling to be their teacher (in onr
lscheol)  and thereafter other
{men have done servicg there.
|1 will mention Mr. G. M. Schlei-
ler who after leaving Fedor kept
'school in  Warda for ma
|years. In 1884 our first school
and in

was dedicated, and after several
and
[Tedor now has quite a- good
school building: and two. men

pbout  thirty - five ministers
have been teaching school In
our Lutheran congregations in

Lee Couety, and about as ntanyq
teachérs by profession and a-f

bout half as many students-of-
gur theological ‘seminaries and
of our Synod's normal colleges.
AL present, there are nine reg-
ular teachers of our Synod
(Mo.) in Lee Co., one minister,
one student, and several lady
teachrers -as asaistants. .
Or puils _thare o = '-;*_ﬂwv:.‘_?'
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Get o help from  any’ other
sources but the contributions

f our church members, as ig
proper and we never try to ob-
tain help from the State or
those not within our churches.
The schools cost about $8,000,
per year. > g

Transcript can be found in the Birkmann blog at:
http://www.wendishresearch.org/blog_gotthilf_birkmann/?e=47
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